State Report: Maharashtra

Maharashtra - An Overview
Maharshtra, or the ‘Land of Marathas’ is one of the largest cotton producing states in
India contributing to 17% of the total cotton production. 73% of the total available land in
Maharashtra (30.7 million hectares) is under farming and cotton is grown on
approximately 18% of the farmable land, producing 1.4 million metric tonnes.

Cotton is a very important and major cash crop in Maharashtra, which is grown across 27
districts and in over 21,000 villages. More than 3 million farmers are dependant directly or
indirectly on cotton cultivation, with 96% of the cotton area being rain fed; essentially
dependent on monsoons.
Even though Maharashtra ranks amongst the top producers in terms of total cotton
production in India, it’s average per hectare yield (as per the last issued government
figure) is particularly low at 343.48 kgs/ha (varies from region to region within the state)
on account of pest attacks, poor soil quality, lack of irrigation facilities and poor farm
management amongst other reasons. Spectrum works with approximately 20,000
farmers across the districts of Wardha and Yavatmal, with an average land holding of
approx. 2 - 3 hectares. Traditionally, these farmers earn on an average around $2,000
gross and around $1,000 net annually. While using water effectively, reducing the use of
harmful pesticide, improving soil health remain the top environmental goals; gender

equality, education of the girl child,
improvement in general health and use of
Personal Protective Equipment remain
some of the social challenges that the
community faces. The farming process as
in with most marginal cotton producers in
India is dependent on manual and animal
labour.
The major concerns faced by cotton
farmers in Maharshtra leading to low cotton
productivity are:
•Shortage of good quality, approved
genetically modified hybrid seeds. The
ones available are used without a clear
understanding of when and how to cultivate
them.
• Lack of irrigation facilities leaves very little scope for improvement in productivity as
most areas are rain-fed.
• Inaccurate pest management i.e. incorrect usage as a result of lack of knowledge and
no guidance, leads to resistance to most insecticides. Major outbreaks of white fly and
pink bollworm in 2017-18 have resulted in widespread infestation, affecting most of the
cotton growing districts in Maharshtra.
• Soil degradation due to continuous use of the land without enriching it with the help of
peripheral crop management.
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